Robert Benchley Society

[image: image1.png]



Robert Benchley Society
www.robertbenchley.org

P.O. Box 391744

Cambridge, Mass. 02139  U.S.A.

david@robertbenchley.org



ROBERT BENCHLEY SOCIETY

Annual Report for Year Ended September 15, 2003

SOCIETY BUSINESS

THE ROBERT BENCHLEY SOCIETY was founded March 29, 2003 in Boston, Massachusetts for the mutual enjoyment and promotion of the writings and motion pictures of Robert C. Benchley, American drama critic and humorist (1889-1945).

Mr. David Trumbull of Boston, Mass., was elected the chairman of the RBS. Miss Pamela Siska of Cambridge, Mass., was elected vice-chairman. Mrs. David (Sharon) Lyon of Boston, Mass., was elected secretary; Mr. David Lyon of Boston, Mass., was elected treasurer. Mr. Kevin Fitzgerald, the president of the Dorothy Parker Society of New York, was elected a director of the RBS. Other charter members are: Miss Mary DiZazzo of Boston, Mass., Miss Susan Imrie of Somerville, Mass., Mr. Robert Collins of Cambridge, Mass., Miss Rahne Alexander of Baltimore, Maryland, Mr. Rob Roos of Meadville, Pennsylvania, and Mr. Nat Benchley of Alexandria, Virginia.

May 5, 2003 Mr. Gordon Ernst of West Virginia University joined and was added as a director of the society. Mr. Ernst has written an exhaustive scholarly annotated bibliography of Robert Benchley.

COMMUNICATIONS

Thanks to efforts of our vice chairman, Miss Siska, the newly-formed society enjoys cordial conversation with Boston University Mugar Library Special Collections, where Benchley’s papers are archived. She has also joined the American Humor Studies Association on behalf of the Society and notified them about the creation of the Society. We are also in contact with Mr. Nat Benchley, researcher of and actor in a one-man play, Benchley Despite Himself, about his grandfather, Robert C. Benchley. 

The RBS has launched a website www.robertbenchley.org and other groups with an interest in Benchley have linked to us, including Avenue Victor Hugo Bookshop in Boston, the Dorothy Parker Society of New York, and Worcester Polytechnic Institute.

During the year ended September 15, 2003 the RBS assisted, along with Special Collections at Boston University, a woman in Arizona who was attempting to authenticate a Benchley inscription in a copy of My Ten Years in a Quandary. Ms. Bader subsequently donated the book to the Society. Other queries fielded by the RBS included questions about Benchley’s drama reviews; Benchley’s Hollywood “short subjects;” The "Thanatopsis Pleasure and Inside Straight Club;" and illustrator Gluyas Williams. 

In June the RBS was mentioned in “The Knickerbocker” column in the daily New York Sun newspaper. And in July, Miami Herald humorist Dave Barry sent a hand-written note to the RBS expressing his thanks for our work on behalf of one of his favorite authors.

PROJECTS AND EVENTS

Miss Siska has compiled an index of Benchley essays and the books in which they appear. This index is now available as a searchable database and will shortly be posted to the website.

In August several members of the RBS went as a delegation to Parkerfest, the Annual Meeting of the Dorothy Parker Society of New York. 

MEMBERSHIP

Our database of contacts has grown to 34 names and includes individuals from Alabama, Arizona, California, District of Columbia, Florida, Massachusetts, Maryland, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, Wisconsin, and West Virginia. We also have members in Canada (British Columbia) and Australia (Sydney and Adelaide).

LOCAL CHAPTER NEWS

May 20, 2003 the Alpha Chapter of the RBS was formed by Boston-area members David Trumbull, Sharon Lyon, David Lyon, Mary DiZazzo, and Susan Imrie who adopted the name, We've Come for the Davenport Chapter of the Robert Benchley Society. The first meeting was a Benchley movie night. We also added Ms. Harriet Finkelstein and Mr. Steven Jens to the chapter along with all other Boston-area members of the RBS. The We've Come for the Davenport Chapter met again June 28 at the home of Mr. Christopher Morgan for another Benchley movie night.

Respectfully submitted,


SHARON LYON, Secretary
DAVID TRUMBULL, Chairman
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